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Newsletter #187: 


What?’s New at Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc. 


Hello coin friends! I’m writing this newsletter on a Tuesday versus the normal Friday or 
Saturday as there are some auctions coming up that I want to make folks aware of. The 
Spring sales are starting to appear on Sixbid and Numisbids. I mentioned the Kunker 
sales that are coming up in my last newsletter. I still have some catalogs to spare so 
please get in touch should you need a copy. The main reason for this newsletter is 
because next week I will be flying to London to view the upcoming Roma auction as well 
as the NAC sale. The Roma sale is available online but NAC is not available as of yet. I 
will view the entire NAC sale so I can give my customers good notes on any coins since I 
am unable to offer catalogs before my trip. 


Gadoury (the Fernand David Collection) (12 March) 


The auction house Gadoury specializes in world with an emphasis on French coinage. 
That said, they will often auction ancients. As part of the Fernand David collection, a 
small group of Roman aurei is being offered. Worthwhile to check out if you are looking 
for decent aurei. 


https://www.sixbid.com/de/editions-v-gadoury/9287/page/1/perPage/100? 
term&orderCol=lot_number&orderDirection=asc&priceFrom&displayMode=large&auc 
tionSessions=10411%7C384252&sidebarIsSticky=true 








Roma XXIII (24-25 March) 


This will be the last Roma auction that will be a virtual-only event. That said the auction 
seemed worthy enough to get on a flight to view the lots in hand. I hope some of you will 
take me up on representation since flying anywhere these days is a real drag! In any 
case, I don’t think this will be a hard sell as the auction is very nice. The auction will be 
over two days and is just over 1,200 lots. As an aside, there is also a less typical Roma 
XXIV sale on March 28 that is composed Islamic, medieval, world and Napoleanic 
medals. This is a substantial sale of over 700 lots in areas that are typically under- 
represented by Roma. While most of the coins are out of my area it might interest some 
of you. I urge you to take a peek at their online catalog for it. 
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This image is what makes this coin so compelling for me. The reverse is lovely but the 
head is slightly cut off by being on the edge of the flan. That said, it boasts an 
impressive pedigree by being published in the Cahn publication of 1988 and also 
Holloway book on Magna Graecia from 1978. 


https://www.romanumismatics.com/224-lot-10-lucania-herakleia-ar-stater? 
auction id=78&view=lot_ detail 


Lot 64: A dekadrachm of Syracuse is always a desirable coin for anyone’s Greek 
collection; a staple actually if one can afford it. This has a slight die break on the reverse 
on Arethusa's brow but the coin has little die rust which plagues the obverse and is 
nicely struck. This is a signed die which makes it also more desirable but the signature is 
not easily seen as there is a buildup of porosity where you should be able to see it. The 
coin was not auctioned (only most recently in 2020) but was acquired by private treaty 
from M&M Basel in 1981 with an invoice that is included. 


https://www.romanumismatics.com/224-lot-64-sicily-syracuse-ar-dekadrachm? 
auction id=78&view=lot_ detail 


Lot 138: A tetradrachm from Cnossos. Not the most beautiful of all Greek coins but 
historically and mythologically very interesting. Coins from Crete were always very 
difficult to acquire and until the last 10 years or so there was little on the market. 
Suddenly some collections were offered and Cretan coins seemed much less rare. Not so. 
That said, the labyrinth types have always been a popular type. 


https://www.romanumismatics.com/224-lot-138-crete-knossos-ar-stater? 
auction id=78&view=lot_ detail 


Lot 207: A gold stater from Pantikapaion. An impressive stater with a satyr on the 
obverse and a forward facing griffin on the reverse. These are popular types but don’t 
always come with a pedigree. This one is not only pedigreed but was part of the 
Stancomb collection and is a plate coin in the Black Sea book published by Oxford in 
2000. Additionally it was in a Sotheby’s London sale in 1989 (lot 11). 


https://www.romanumismatics.com/224-lot-207-kimmerian-bosporos- 
pantikapaion-av-stater?auction id=78&view=lot_ detail 





Lot 279: This might be one of my favorite types. A beautiful piece of Greek artistry, a 
tetradrachm from the Island of Troas, Tenedos. Lovely strike, style and surfaces. This 
coin was published in Callatay’s book and was in several illustrious sales including the 
Hunt sale from 1990. 


https://www.romanumismatics.com/224-lot-279-islands-off-troas-tenedos-ar- 
tetradrachm?auction id=78&view=lot detail 


Lot 389: A pristine and rare example of Antiochos (son of Seleukos IV). This 
tetradrachm has a lovely strike and is touted as “among the finest known” (I’Il let you 
determine if you agree). From my side it is a lovely piece. 


https://www.romanumismatics.com/224-lot-389-seleukid-empire-antiochos-son- 
of-seleukos-iv-ar-tetradrachm?auction id=78&view=lot detail 
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expect them to be excited by this coin. Of beautiful style, this coin sheds more light on 
the reign of Lysias of which much is not clear. 


https://www.romanumismatics.com/224-lot-455-indo-greek-kingdom-lysias- 
aniketos-ar-tetradrachm?auction id=78&view=lot detail 


Lot 529: This medallion of Septimius Severus shows a bold and strong portrait of the 
emperor on the obverse. The reverse has the god Men across from the goddess Cybele. 
An interesting write-up by Roma curatorial staff gives a great explanation of the 
reverse imagery. 


https://www.romanumismatics.com/224-lot-529-septimius-severus-medallic-a- 
45mm -of-saitta-lydia?auction id=78&view=lot_ detail 


The David Miller Collection: Starting on Day 2 of the auction with lot 613 begins the 
David Miller Collection. I was personally friends with David and remember fondly 
working with him back in the 1990’s. He was a dealer but also a lover of Roman coins. I 
was saddened by his death but happy that his coins have come to auction with a small 
remembrance of him. 


Lot 703 from David’s collection: 


https://www.romanumismatics.com/295-lot-703-magnus-maximus-av-solidus? 
auction id=196&view=lot_ detail 


Lot 780: The heavily pedigreed and pristine example of Q. Servilius Caepio (M. Junius) 
Brutus. This might be the loveliest example I have seen for this type. In stark contrast to 
the horrendous assasination of Julius Caesar, this coin showcases a lovely female bust 
on the obverse with the sacrificial implements known on coins of Brutus. It has a 
pedigree going back to a1922 Naville sale and is published most recently in Richard 
Schaefer’s project being undertaken by the ANS (the link to this can be easily accessed 
by clicking the link below). 


https://www.romanumismatics.com/295-lot-780-q-servilius-caepio-m-junius- 
brutus-ar-denarius?auction id=196&view=lot detail 


Lot 853: A cover coin of the Sternberg sale of 1992 and immensely rare, this denarius of 
Clodius Macer is in EF condition which is very difficult to achieve for such rarity. Clodius 
Macer was known from a destructive time in the Roman Empire. It was still less than 
100 years old but already there was a fight for power with the suicide of Nero. The end 
result was the Flavian empire. Lot 854 is also a coin of Clodius Macer and more of what 
collectors are used to seeing. This coin is a rare version in pristine condition. 


https://www.romanumismatics.com/295-lot-853-clodius-macer-ar-denarius? 
auction id=196&view=lot_ detail 


Lot 989: There are many lovely aurei in this sale but one that caught my eye based on 
the lustrous surfaces and lovely rendition of the empress is the Diva Faustina I, the wife 
of Antoninus Pius. This is correctly graded as an FDC. 
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Lot 1037: No beauty but historically extremely interesting. This coin has a reverse type 
that you would have expected to see under the Flavians, however this coin was struck 
some 150 years later under the ruler Severus Alexander. It is a silver coin and not the 
typical bronze as well. Severus Alexander must have felt the upkeep of this 
amphitheater was important as he wanted “taxes paid by the bawds and prostitutes, 
male and female, should no longer go to the public treasury, but used for the 
restorations of the theatre of Marcellus, the Circus Maximus, the Amphitheatre, and the 
Atadium of Domition”’. 


https://www.romanumismatics.com/295-lot-1037-severus-alexander-ar-denarius? 
auction id=196&view=lot_ detail 


Lot 1132: The exceedingly rare and only known example in private hands of the 
pretender emperor Priscus Attalus. This coin from a Bonhams auction from 1981 is 
weathered but still in good condition considering its rarity. Priscus Attalus is the last 
non-Christian pretender to the purple. He was used by the Visigoths to their advantage 
in their fight against the Byzantine based emperor Honorius. Eventually he was deposed 
and imprisoned for five years until he was once used by the Visigoths against Honorius. 
He eventually was conquered by the Eastern emperors Constanstius and Honorius. 


https://www.romanumismatics.com/295-lot-1132-priscus-attalus-ar-24-siliquae? 
auction id=196&view=lot_ detail 





This is just a short preview of the Roma sale. As mentioned earlier I will be traveling to 
London to view this auction so please let me know prior to the 15th of March should you 
want anything viewed in hand. 


NAC Zurich (30-31 May) 


While there is no online or paper catalog for this auction, most of the coins have been 
assembled for this sale. In lieu of the catalog, I will be viewing the entirety of the 
auction and taking notes for customers. Please get in touch once the sale is public and I 
can assist. I will be bidding in this sale. 


Coin of the Week 


ROMAN REPUBLIC. C. Curatius Trigeminus. Rome, c. 135 BC. 

AE Quadrans, 3.68¢ (18mm, 3h). Head of Hercules r., wearing lion's skin; behind, three 
pellets / C-CVR-F Prow r.; on deck, Victory with wreath, before three pellets. Below, 
ROMA. 


Pedigree: Ex Aes Rude Chiasso 1, November 1977, lot 152 and Sternberg VIII, 16-17 November 
1978, lot 390 


References: Babelon Curatia 9. Sydenham 46ob. RBW 991. Crawford 240/4a 


Grade: Little speckle of brown encrustation at 3h on obverse, otherwise unusually well struck 
for the issue. Lovely green patina and aEF 


Price: $2,150 
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Buy Coin 


This coin was struck rather early in the Roman Republican time period. The silver 
denarius was introduced in c. 211 BC. Prior to this, the Republic issued bronze coins. In 
135 BC, the quadrans would have been 1/40th the value of the denarius, the second to 
lowest denomination available. While the monetary system had progressed with the 
introduction of the denarius, bronze coins continued to be struck in lower numbers. 


https: //www.shannaschmidt.com/roman-repuclic/roman-republic-c-curatius- 
trigeminus-rome-c-135-bc?rq=111187 


If you are interested in this coin please click the link above or email me at 


shanna@shannaschmidt.com 


If you are interested in any other coins I have to offer please visit my website: 
https://www.shannaschmidt.com/ 


Until next week! 
Shanna 


Copyright © 2022 Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc., All rights reserved. 
www.shannaschmidt.com 
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